Stand Your Ground!

Eph. 6:10-18

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.

11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the
devil’'s schemes.

12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes,
you may be able to STAND YOUR GROUND, and after you have done
everything, to STAND.

14 STAND firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the
breastplate of righteousness in place,

15 and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of
peace.

16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.

17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word
of God.

18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and
requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the
Lord’s people.

Deuteronomy 8:12-19 - "When you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine
houses and settle down, and when your herds and flocks grow large and your
silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, then your heart will
become proud and you will forget the LORD your God... You may say to
yourself, "My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth
for me.” But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the
ability to produce wealth... If you ever forget the LORD your God... I testify
against you today that you will surely be destroyed”

2 Samuel 23:8-12

8. These are the names of David's mighty men: Josheb-Basshebeth, a
Tahkemonite, was chief of the Three; he raised his spear against eight
hundred men, whom he killed in one encounter.

9. Next to him was Eleazar son of Dodai the Ahohite. As one of the three
mighty men, he was with David when they taunted the Philistines gathered [at
Pas Dammim] for battle. Then the men of Israel retreated,
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10. but he stood his ground and struck down the Philistines till his hand grew
tired and froze to the sword. The LORD brought about a great victory that
day. The troops returned to Eleazar, but only to strip the dead.

11. Next to him was Shammah son of Agee the Hararite. When the Philistines
banded together at a place where there was a field full of lentils, Israel's
troops fled from them.

12. But Shammah took his stand in the middle of the field. He defended it
and struck the Philistines down, and the LORD brought about a great victory.

1. Stand your ground through the strength God!
2. Stand your ground with no one else but God!
3. Stand your ground in faithfulness to God!

2 Samuel 23:13-15 During harvest time, three of the thirty chief men came
down to David at the cave of Adullam, while a band of Philistines was
encamped in the Valley of Rephaim. At that time David was in the stronghold,
and the Philistine garrison was at Bethlehem (David’s home town). David
longed for water and said, “"Oh, that someone would get me a drink of water
from the well near the gate of Bethlehem!”

2 Samuel 23:16 So the three mighty men broke through the Philistine lines,
drew water from the well near the gate of Bethlehem and carried it back to
David. But he refused to drink it; instead, he poured it out before the LORD.

2 Samuel 23:17 - Far be it from me, O LORD, to do this!” he said. “Is it not
the blood of men who went at the risk of their lives?” And David would not
drink it. Such were the exploits of the three mighty men.



